Qu) CIVILISATIONS OF THE NEW
the center of ancient civilizations for an immense
period of time; the spot wherein the ancient Ameri-
cans developed the most numerous and most diverse
civilizations, and wherein the mysterious races of the
dim past reached the highest attainments in social
organization,, in engineering and in many other lines*
Some of these races existed at the time of the es-
tablishment of the Incan Empire, and were con-
quered and made an integral part of the Incan
confederation. But more had completely vanished
before the coming of the first Inca, and, if we are to
believe history and traditions, the Incan races had no
definite knowledge of these pre-Incan peoples. No
one dares even guess how long ago the first of these
races rose from savagery and became highly cultured
people. No one can say, with any degree of certain-
ty, which of the civilizations is the most ancient. No
one Is absolutely sure whether all were offshoots of
one race, whether the many civilizations were links in
one chain of development, or if all were distinct. And
no one can answer the riddle as to who they were,
whence they came or why they vanished. All are
shrouded in the deepest mystery. Even the Incas,
the most recent of all, whose civilization was flourish-
ing at the time of the Spanish conquest, are sur-
rounded with mystery. We really know nothing of
their history or their ancestry. We have only vague
legends, traditions and allegories regarding these
matters, and even these are lacking when it comes to
the more ancient races and civilizations which pre-
ceded the Incas.
Everywhere, throughout Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia
and even over the borders in Brazil and Chile, are